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Did You Know 


That THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL is the lowest priced church paper published 
independently in our General Assembly? That it costs only $2.50 a year for 52 issues? That it has 
held its subscription costs down despite rising costs of printing because it does not operate on a 
profit-making basis? 


Did You Know 


That THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL offers to the members of the Presbyterian 


} Church, U. S., the voice of conservative thought and ideas? That it has faithfully striven to preserve 


our Church in the mission God has for it? That it loves our Church ... that it does not attack with- 
out reason, and that when it does speak out against things which are wrong in our Church it does 
so fearlessly and with the desire to help correct the wrong. 


Did You Know . 


That THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL is the youngest church paper in our Church? 
Yet, that it has grown far faster than some other church papers? That its circulation exceeds that of 
some church papers established years ago? That thousands of your fellow Presbyterians have 
found it the most STIMULATING of all church papers? (Even some folks who do not agree with all 
the editorial statements of THE JOURNAL tell us that they find it challenging, interesting and ar- 
resting.) 


Did You Know 


That during CHURCH PAPER WEEK, OCTOBER 12-19, your own local church group will be able 
to secure THE JOURNAL at one of the best discounts offered during this week? (For each new sub- 
scription your group obtains, we grant it $1.00 of the $2.50 subscription price. For every renewal 
subscription your group earns a commission of 50 cents. This offer is good until November 19, 
1952, giving you a full month to collect and send in subscriptions under this special Church Paper 


Week offer.) Write today for sample copies. 
—The Publishers. 
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Letter 6 te. 
EDITOR 


Northern Presbyterian 
Elder Writes 


Oregon. 
September 9, 1952. 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Inclosed find check for $2.50 for renewal of my 
subscription for The Journal. I enjoy reading The 
Journal very much and am very highly pleased at 
the stand you take against liberalism. I am very 
happy to see so many in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church who oppose union with the U.S.A. Church. 
I am an elder in the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
but think it very unwise for the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., to unite with the U.S.A. Church 
which would be too much like spiritual suicide. You 
will lose much and gain nothing. I am a firm be- 
liever in the Reformed doctrine and have made 
myself unpopular again and again because of my 
stand on the fundamental truths. Keep up the good 
fight and may God bless you. 

Very truly yours, 





Cosmetics 
Sir: 


Will you please tell me how it can be that two 
people, who surely pray earnestly that God would 
grant grace to know and do His will, one should 
believe that it is a sin for her to use cosmetics and 
the other would say that it is silly for one to so 
contend? 


I do not use cosmetics of any sort. There are so 
many more important things for me to do with my 
time and money. So many souls are dying without 
a knowledge of Christ that I believe that they, and 
missionaries who are carrying the gospel, need 
every bit of my time and money that I can give. I 
am not too worried about my failure to use cos- 
metics hurting my witness here. With all the 
preaching and radio ministry and Bibles in this 
country, anyone can be saved if they want to. It is 
the missions that have never had one chance to 
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hear of a way of salvation that brings the ache to 
my heart. 

I can’t say that you are very kind to say that one 
who does not use cosmetics is “conspicuous, un- 
lovely, and often actually sickly looking.’ For 
many, many years I can remember only one person 
saying that I did not look well. Really, the state- 
ment that I hear so very much that it has become 
almost a joke; having been said to me when I was 
not feeling well at all, is: ““How well you look!” 

And why waste all that valuable space in The 
Journal when there are so few leaving off the cos- 
metics these days? 

I am shocked! I am grieved! 

If the writer of the above unsigned letter refrains 
from the use of cosmetics that the money thereby 
saved shall be used for spreading the gospel; then 
we honor her deeply and know that the Lord will 
bless her. 


The editorial in question was written to call to 
the attention of some of the most zealous and ear- 
nest Christians we know of that, in our judgment, 
their witness for the Lord would in no way be hin- 
dered by the moderate use of cosmetics; that on the 
other hand their witness would be more effective 
because physical attractiveness can be used to honor 
the Lord; and finally because the world so desper- 
ately needs the testimony these earnest Christians 
have to otter. 

We do not believe a moral issue or a Christian 
principle is involved and we think that those who 
sO insist are making an issue which hurts rather 
than furthers their effective witness. 

Our sympathies are entirely with those who will- 
ingly give up anything for our Lord. It is just that 
we crave the fullest use of their Christian faith 
and knowledge among those who need it so much. 


—L.N.B. 





GET READY FOR 
CHURCH PAPER WEEK 
October 12-19 
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EDITORIAL 





Desire For Union 


There has developed in the various branches of 
the Christian Church a strong leaning towards 
ecumenicity. In some cases this tendency has been 
somewhat limited to a desire for the uniting of 
branches of the Church having somewhat like, or 
similar creeds, and labeled with the same name. 
Especially is this true in regard to those two 
branches of The Presbyterian Church which go 
under the names of: The Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A., and The Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S. There are strong groups in both organizations 
who are earnestly striving toward union of the two 
bodies. 


Although they have practically the same written 
creed there have been interpretations put upon that 
creed which makes a wide and a divisive difference 
between the two bodies. “How can two walk to- 
gether except they be agreed?” This is a question 
that is applicable to the case of the proposed union 
of the two bodies. Is there a harmony of belief and 
practice that would unite the two bodies and cause 
them to blend their strength and labor together 
without friction or opposition? Or, are there cer- 
tain disagreements that would keep the two bodies, 
if merged into one, from being a perfectly blended 
life with full coordination and cooperation? That is 
the question that should be faced. Of course, there 
is nothing “new” that can be said, but we may be 
able to throw into contrast the views and practices 
of the two bodies in a way that reveals more clearly 
their differences. 


I. There is first of all a difference in doctrine 
of the two Churches. The Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S. A. has accepted without repudiating them 
certain doctrines, or rather the negation of certain 
doctrines, that have been accepted by The Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S. There has been made the 
assertion in the Northern Church that the following 
are not essential doctrines: The verbal inspiration 
of the scriptures; The Virgin Birth of Christ; The 
satisfaction of Divine justice by the death of Christ 
upon the cross; The bodily resurrection, and mir- 
acles. The Presbyterian Church in the U.S. holds 
these doctrines to be essential. We wonder if the 
difference of belief as to these things is not too divi- 
sive to insure a harmonious relation and a harmo- 
nious action? 


Il. There is the matter of the spiritual mission of 
the Church. The one branch believes that the func 


tion of the Church embraces social, economic and 
political reforms. That branch goes into the political 
arena with a combative and militant spirit. The 
other branch of the Church believes that the great 
mission of the Church is to preach the gospel and 
to minister in things that are strictly spiritual. 


[1]. There is the matter of “race relations” that 
divides the two branches. One of these Churches 
believes that “brotherly love” demands the abro- 
gation of segregation, and the allowing of races to 
intermingle without any adherence to racial lines. 
The other branch believes that Christian love and 
helpfulness can be shown and be given while pre- 
serving racial integrity. 


IV. There is a difference in the interpretation 
of John 10:16, where it is recorded that Jesus said: 
‘And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; 
them also | must bring and they shall hear my 
voice; and there shall be one fold and one shep- 
herd.’ One party believes that this means the merg- 
ing of all denominations into one. The other party 
believes that He was referring to bringing the Gen- 
tiles in, and that the Jews were not to be the ex- 
clusive constituency of the Christian Church. The 
“one fold” had no reference to the obliterating of 
denominational lines, but merely to the presence of 
others than the favored Jews in the Church of 
Christ. 


On one occasion “The beloved disciple” wanted 
to forbid one who was casting out devils in Jesus’ 
name, because the man would not join the company 
to which John belonged. But Jesus said: “Forbid 
him not, for he that is not against us is for us.” 
This seems to give room for service by different 
people and different organizations. 


V. One party believes that the Church property 
should go with those who unite with another branch, 
or branches, of the Church. The other party be- 
lieves that the property should remain in the posses- 
sion of those members who continue in the Church 
organization. Here emerges a difference which will 
inevitably result in contention, strife, the rending 
of sacred ties, and the disruption of communities. 


While we believe that every one is entitled to his 
or her opinion in this matter, we fear that the unit- 
ing of the two branches will result in trouble and 
“hard feelings” that will out-weigh any benefits that 


are contemplated. —W.H.F. 
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An Even Exchange 

It has been suggested that the proposal brought 
forward in a recent editorial entitled ““Who Is Dis- 
loyal?”’ be enlarged to include the possibility of 
recripocal action by the Northern Presbyterian 
Church with regard to those individual ministers, 
members, and/or, local congregations desiring trans- 
fer to another fellowship, and that they be duly 
transferred to membership in the Southern Presby- 
terian Church in the event they should so choose. 
Thus, each denomination having released to the 
other those desiring to change their affiliation, each 
denomination will be composed of those who are like 
minded, and each will extend throughout both 
Northern and Southern states, thus eliminating the 
ill-founded and unjustified accusation that the de- 
sire for continued separation of the two groups 15 
based on sectional interests and prejudices. 


H.L.L. 


r ~ 
he Greatest 
r 

Teacher 

Our Lord came into this world lived, died and 
arose again, in a geographically circumscribed area. 
Before He went away He explained to His discinle 
“It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I 
go not away, the Comforter will not come unto 
you; but if 1 depart, I will send him unto you.” 
Certainly one of the reasons for the coming of the 
Holy Spirit into the world was that He might per- 
form a universal ministry, bringing the truths of 
redemption and all of the work of Christ to men 
everywhere; regenerating, convicting, moving, per- 
suading and enabling them, by faith, to accept the 
Saviour. 


The gracious work of the Holy Spirit can never 
be over estimated nor can it be over stated. It is 
by His power that the work of God's Kingdom goes 
forward. It is by His anointing alone that men have 
power in preaching and in personal living for 
Christ. 

One of the great works of the Holy Spirit is His 
teaching ministry,—for it is He Who takes the 
things of God and His Word and makes them living 
and real to us. 


Just as Presbyterians believe that the Holy Spirit 
directed the writing of God’s Word*, so we believe 
that He lives today to make that Word plain to 
those who will hear. 


Ayain and again, as we come to the Book, with 
open and ready hearts and minds, He speaks to us 
and we know the truth. This teaching ministry is 
ours for the asking, provided that we are willing 
to meet His conditions. Just as human instructors 
lay down certain conditions as the basis for teach- 
ing, so the Holy Spirit requires of us an humble 
heart, a ready mind and a willing spirit. Many of 
us are denied the blessing of His teaching because 
of intellectual pride. Many have no sense of His 
presence because He sees through the sham of our 
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profession and knows we are simnly testing, not 
trusting Him. Finally many come short of the full- 
ness of His blessing because He sees in us no spirit 
of willingness to really know and do His will. 

We believe the intellectual doubts and all of the 
many other hindrances to those who would go for- 
ward in Christian faith, experience and service can 
always be resolved by submitting our problems and 
our wills to the teaching of the Holy Spirit. It is 
because the tendency of the natural man is to look 
to self and others for his instruction and wisdom 
that he gropes where he should be walking with 
certainty: “But the natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because the, 
are SPIRITUALLY DISCERNED.” —L.N.B. 


“By Him (The Holy Svirit) the prophets were 
moved to sveak the word of God, and all the 
writers of the Holy Scrintures inspired to record 
infallibly the mind and will of God.’ Confession of 
Faith, Chapt. IX:ii. 


" . 
Do You Pauperize 
Your Minister? 

Our church has made some pregress in bringing 
the salaries of her ministers to 2 {gure a little more 
in line with the present coct of living. However, the 
averaze Southern Presbyterian pastor has little if 
anything for other than the absolute necessities of 
life. There is but little or any provision for the 
emergencies which so frequently come, 


One of these emergencies is sickness, and illness 
Is a very expensive experience today. Out of their 
salaries some ministers take out hospital insurance 
to cushion the financial blow of such sudden emer- 
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gencies. Because all hospitals now run at a loss they 
are unable to give the discounts they once could to 
those engaged in full-time Christian service. Some 
physicians give their services free, others are less 
venerous, 

But, why should not every congregation make 
provision for such insurance for its pastor? Why 
should they not spend the small amount necessary 
to make their minister and his family free from the 
personal embarrassment and the financial strain en 
tailed in sickness? 


‘To you who are deacons, elders and other inter- 
ested church members: Investigate this matter im- 
mediately and take action to provide this service 
which can mean so much to the one who serves you. 


God has ordained that you should financially 
support your pastor. You can do this more effectively) 
in this present day if you provide the insurance 
which will enable him to meet the emergencies 
caused by sudden illness. It will mean but a small 
outlay for a congregation; it can mean much to the 
one who so faithfully serves you in things of the 


spirit. —L.N.B. 


™“ e ° “ 
Calvinism Excels 
In Balance 

Dr. R. B. Kuiper expounded this thesis in his 
Commencement Address to the graduates of Calvin 
College and Seminary. Calvinism insists on the rec- 
ognition of all of revealed truth. The system would 
include every truth and exclude none. It receives the 
mysteries of the Trinity and the Incarnation no 
matter how far they transcend human reason. Seem- 
ingly contradictory truths, if unmistakably revealed, 
are gladly embraced and paradoxes abound. 





For example, while some say Christianity is a 
doctrine and others that it is a way of life, Cal- 
vinism insists that it is not only a doctrine but also 
a life, and prior to both of these, a story. ‘The 
Christian religion rests squarely and solidly on cer- 
tain historical events.’”” When Paul wrote: “Ye 
are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in 
your body and in your spirit, which are God’s,” he 
taught that Christianity as a life is rooted in Chris- 
tianity as a story and Christianity as a doctrine. 


Again, while Lutheranism was largely confined 
to Germany and Scandanavia, Calvinism spread 
from Switzerland to France, thence to the Low 
Countries, across the channel to Great Britain, and 
at the same time moved eastward through Germany 
to Hungary and Bohemia. Recently Schlatter of 
Tuebingen and Pfisterer of Bochum have shown 
convincingly that Calvin took a profound interest 
in Christian missions and Dutch Calvinists brought 
the Gospel to Formosa in 1624, to Ceylon in 1636, 
and to Brazil in 1637. 


Then, while Modernism stresses the social Gospel 
and Dispensationalism proclaims only individual 
salvation, the Reformed Preacher presents Christ 
both as Saviour and as King. He pleads with men 
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to receive Christ as their personal Saviour, but he 
also calls on them to honor Christ as Lord and 
King. In these days in industrial strife, he will tell 
both capital and labor that the one and only solu- 
tion for the problem of their relationship to each 
other is that offered by the inspired apostle—that 
each of them acknowledge Christ as Master (Eph. 
6:5-9), 





Further, Calvinism insists as does no other system 
that on the one hand men must be natural—not 
given to a “holy whine’—in the spiritual order, 
and that on the other hand they must be spiritual 
in the natural, praying: 


Teach me, my God and King, 
In all things Thee to see, 

And what I do in anything, 
To do it as for Thee. 

The Calvinist is a conservative, building upon 
the objective and unchangeable Word of God, and 
believing that through the centuries the Spirit of 
truth has illuminated the Church in its interpre- 
tation of the Word. Thus it sets great store upon 
the historical creeds of Christendom and pledges 
fidelity unto death to the faith once for all delivered 
unto the saints. Yet, “precisely because of its high 
regard for the Word of God it is genuinely pro- 
gressive.” It brings out of its treasure house things 
new as well as old, because the Spirit continues to 
lead the church progressively into the truth. In our 
day we look for more light to break forth from the 
Word upon the relation of church and state, in the 
field of eschatology, in realizing the social ‘mpli- 
cations of the Gospel, and in discovering a distinc- 
tively Christian philosophy. 


Balance does not mean soft-pedaling truth. In 
the tremendous paradox of the sovereignty of God 
and the responsibility of man it is not true that 
Calvinism teaches merely the former and leaves to 
Arminianism the emphasis on the latter. The Cal- 
vinist puts more emphasis also upon human respon- 
sibility. The Feformed Faith demands unqualified 
obedience to the law of God, not merely to the less 
exacting call of “evangelical obedience.” “Man is 
responsible because God is sovereign. . the more 
one stresses the sovereignty of God, the more one 
is bound to stress the responsibility of man.” 

“The balance that is Calvinism is not a balance 
of indecision and compromise and weakness, but a 
balance of certitude and conviction and strength.” 
‘For it is the most concerted and also the most suc- 
cessful, effort made by man to do justice to the 
whole of revealed truth. The Calvinist accepts un- 
reservedly a/l that proceeds from the mouth of God. 
He willingly subjects his own logic to the divine 
logos.” “This accounts for the balance that is Cal- 
vinism. And such is the glory that is Calvinism.” 


Condensed from THe CALVIN Forum by WCR. 
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| | God speaks to us through His Book, The 
(} bali rol oly Bible. Its unchangeable truths pro- 
vide unflickering light in every dark and 

(; (| \\ (| changing time. Through its instruction we 
() \ (I grow from childhood to spiritual maturity. 

It tells us of Christ, our Saviour, and chal- 

{ \ | \ h | enges us to personal commitment. It is 
l lil il | (} ()() truly the Book of Books. No other book so 


deserves our study. 


Be present on RALLY DAY 


SEPTEMBER 28, 1952 
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Our Board of Christian Education helps 
in many ways to help us make the Bible 
more vital in our lives and in the life of 
our Church. Christ-centered church school 
literature guides us in Bible study. These 
materials are provided free to Sunday 


schools that could not possibly secure 





them otherwise. Full-time fellow workers 


in Christian Education help us improve 


_ our educational program. Ministerial and 
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college students are assisted financially 
und spiritually in preparation for leader- 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 5 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Fesus Dediwates His Life 


Scripture: Matthew 3-4. Devotional 


Reading: Joshua 24:14-21. 


“Lo, | have come to do thy will, O God.” This verse from Psalms 40: 7 and 8, and Hebrews 10:7 
might be called the “Motto” of Jesus’ life. He came “not to do mine own will, but the will of Him that 
sent Me.’’ We have only to read and study the Gospels to see how perfectly he did this. The Gospel of 
Matthew which we will study in this Quarter, presents Jesus as the Messiah, the fulfillment of Old Testa- 
ment prophecy. It is written especially for the Jews, and has been called ‘““The Gospel for the Jew.” This 


does not mean that it is not for the Gentile as well, 
but it considers His ministry from the standpoint 
of the Jew. It is filled with quotations from the 
Old Testament. As the Messiah, the Anointed One, 
He is set apart for His work as Prophet, Priest, 
and King. We see all these offices in this Gospel, 
with special emphasis upon His Kingship: ‘“Where 
is He that is born King of the Jews?”’, is the ques- 
tion asked by the wise men. 


Our Devotional Reading is taken from Joshua. 
Joshua—the same word as Jesus—was the one who 
led Israel into the Promised Land, the land of rest 
and prosperity. Jesus, the New Testament Joshua, 
leads His people into the real “rest which remains 
to the people of God.” Joshua, in 24:14-21, urges 
Israel to serve the Lord even as Jesus would have 
us serve the Lord. 


Part of Jesus’ Humiliation, when He was in 
carnated, and became a real Man, was to subject 
Himself to the Law of God, and consecrate, or 
dedicate Himself to His work in the world. We 
pass over the first two chapters, reserving them for 
the Christmas season, and come directly to his pub- 
lic life, to the Dedication of Himself, as He sub- 
mits to Baptism, to Temptation, and begins His 
Ministry here on earth, in a public way. 


I. Dedication through Baptism: 
Chapter 3 


Baptism is a form of Dedication. It also deals 
with Repentance. Jesus had no sin, and therefore 
needed nothing of Repentance. However, He sub- 
mits to water Baptism saying, Suffer it to be so 
now, for thus it becometh us to fulfill all right- 
eousness. 


This chapter begins with the preaching of John 
the Baptist, the Forerunner of the Lord. His mes- 
sage was a terrific call to genuine repentance, a 
wholewhearted turning away from sin and the 
bringing forth fruits meet for repentance. He was 
sent to prepare the way for the Coming One, mak- 
ing straight His path, making the crooked straight 
and the rough places smooth, leveling down the high 
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places and filling up the low, just as men prepared 
for an earthly monarch when he traveled. 


There went out to John Jerusalem and all Judea 
and all the region round about Jordan and were 
baptized of John in Jordan, confessing their sins. 
He warned the people who came, especially the 
Pharisees and Sadducees, that they must bring forth 
fruits meet for repentance. He wanted no halfway 
measures. Sometimes we preachers are tempted to 
soften the message to please our hearers. John was 
no “‘softener” of the stern messages he brought. He 
was uncompromising when it came to sin. He spoke 
of Judgment that was coming, and a far greater 
Baptism than that of water—the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit and of fire. He was also a prophet in 
the usual meaning of that word, He told of One 
Who should have a fan in His hand and thoroughly 
purge His floor, gathering the wheat, and burning 
up the chaff. 


Jesus came from Galilee to Jordan to be baptized. 
John would have hindered Him, saying, I have 
need to be baptized of thee, and come thou to me? 
Why was Jesus baptized? He had no sin and there- 
fore needed no repentance. He was the Son of God. 
One of the best explanations I have seen is in “‘Bibli- 
cal Theology” by Geerhardu Vos on Pages 342- 
344 and 348. Let me give a shortened outline of his 
statements: (1) John recognized the rank and 
character of Jesus as putting Him beyond the need 
of baptism. (2) This conviction of John is based 
on the Messianic position of Jesus, (3) John’s pro- 
test, as well as the ground on which he bases it are 
endorsed by Jesus, (4) This objective necessity is 
something that operates, not forever and under all 
circumstances, but just for the present, (“now”), 
(5) the reason for the present necessity is “to ful- 
fill all righteousness,” (6) the conclusion is that 
Jesus is identifying Himself with Israel and there- 
fore His Baptism is a Vicarious one. This seems 
to be clearly the meaning when we hear John say- 
ing, “Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sin of the world.” “If Jesus bore sin vicariously, 
and received forgiveness vicariously, then there can 
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be no objection in principle to saying that He re- 
pented for the people vicariously.” (See John 1:29, 
and 36, and fuller discussion on pages 348-350 in 
Biblical Theology ). 


‘Two very significant events occurred at His bap- 
tism. The first was when He went up from the 
water and the heavens were opened and the Spirit 
of God descended upon Him like a dove. (Here is 
one of the proofs that water baptism is a symbol 
of Spiritual baptism). The second is the voice from 
heaven saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom | 
am well pleased. All the persons of the Trinity are 
present on this occasion; Father, Son, and Spirit. 


II. Dedication Through 


Temptation: 


Chapter 4:1-11 

According to Broadus, (Commentary on Mat- 
thew), there are two designs in temptation as the 
word is used in the Bible: (1) To “prove,” or 
“examine.” An example of this kind of temptation 
is the “tempting,” or “testing” of Abraham (R. V., 
“Prove”) (See Genesis, chapter 22). The object 
of this kind of temptation is to ascertain character, 
or develop it, or make manifest its excellence or 
expose its faults that they may be mended. (See 
Broadus on Matthew, p. 61); (2) The object of 
temptation may be unfriendly, bad. Sometimes men 
tempt God, or test Him in some improper way be- 
cause they lack confidence in Him. The Jews thus 
tempted God in the Wilderness. Then, men, or 
Satan, may tempt other men, to draw them into 
sin. This is, of course, the meaning of this tempta- 
tion of Jesus, as Satan tries to get the Master to 
sin. It was a great battle between the devil and 
the Second Head of the human race. The serpent 
succeeded in the case of Eve and Adam; he failed 
in his efforts against Jesus in the Wilderness. 


“Why should Jesus be tempted?” (I am again 
using Broadus) We can see some of the reasons. 
(1) It gave proof of His true humanity, proof that 
He possessed a real human soul; (2) It formed part 
of His personal discipline (Heb. 5:7-9), and (3) 
It was part of His example to us, (4) part of His 
preparation to be a sympathetic intercessor (Heb. 
2:18 and 4:15); (5) It formed part of that great 
conflict in which the “seed of the woman” was to 
“bruise the serpent’s head.” There was thus, in 
His temptation, as in His baptism, a Messianic side. 
If He was to be the true Messiah then it was neces- 
sary for Him to become a Real Man and undergo 
the experiences common to mankind. 


The three temptations are very well known to 
all Bible students. The first seems to be a tempta- 
tion to unbelief, to doubt His Father’s care. The 
second is in the nature of Presumption, or a 
“tempting” of God. The third was a test of His 
loyalty to His Father; Satan tried to get Him to 
change His allegiance from God to Satan. 


Jesus met these temptations by using the Sword 
of the Spirit, the Word of God, the Old Testament 


Scriptures. As Bunyan has one of his characters to 
say, If a man has the arm to wield it and the skill 
to use it, he may venture against an angel with it. 
Jesus had both the “arm” and the “skill.” Three 
times it flashes, and three times the foe recoils: 
“It is written, It is written, It is written,” said 
the Master. 


Each of us should get a personal lesson from this 
experience of Jesus. We, too, have the Sword of 
the Spirit. Are we using it daily in our battle with 
temptation? Can we say, Thus saith the Lord, It 
is written, in answer to the wiles of the devil? If 
we saturate our minds and hearts with its facts, its 
warnings, its promises we have a “right Jerusalem 


blade.” 


These were not the only temptations which came 
to Jesus. We read that the devil left Him “for a 
season.” If we read carefully the story of His life 
we will see other occasions when He seemed to be 
tempted. The most familiar is the case of Peter when 
Jesus rebukes him, saying, Get thee behind me, 
Satan. The arch enemy was working under cover 
of a friend, 


III. Dedication of Himself by 
Beginning His Ministry: 
Chapter 4-12-25 


In these verses we have Jesus beginning to preach 
and to gather to Himself that little band of disciples 
whom He was to train to become “fishers of men.” 
He takes up His ministry of teaching, preaching, 
and healing. 





All In The Bible 


The Bible contains the mind of God, the state 
of man, the way of salvation, doom of sinners and 
happiness of believers. 


Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its 
histories are true and its decisions are immutable. 


Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and prac- 
tice it to be holy. 


It contains light to direct you, food to support 
you, and comfort to cheer you. 


It is the traveler's map, the pilgrim’s staff, the 
pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Chris- 
tian’s character. 


Christ is its grand subject, our good its design, 
and the glory of God its end. 


It should fill the memory, rule the heart, and 
guide the feet. 


Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully. 


It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, and 
a river of pleasure. 


It rewards the greatest labor, will be open in the 
judgment, and will condemn all who trifle with its 
holy contents. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 5 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 





“I Believe In-The Holy Catholic Church” 


DEVOTIONAL: 

Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.” 
Prayer. 
Hymn: “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord.” 
Offering. 
Scripture: Ephesians | :3-23. 
Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation.” 

PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Our subject for this program is of vital impor- 
tance and lively interest to every Christian, for it 
concerns all who believe in Jesus and are members 
of the Church, “which is His body, the fulness of 
Him that filleth all in all.” For the purpose of our 
consideration this evening we are going to consider 
the three words set forth in our topic as taken 
from the Apostles’ Creed; Holy, Catholic, and 
Church, in this order. Now for our first speaker. 


First SPEAKER: 


The word “Holy” indicates the nature of the 
Church of which we are a part. We might well 
wonder if this applies only to its future state, for 
certainly we know that we are not holy, that is, as 
far as our own character and conduct are concerned. 
John Newton, one of the greatest servants of God 
in another generation, the writer of many of our 
favorite hymns, one of which is “Amazing Grace,” 
says, “We are nothing, have nothing, can do nothing, 
but sin.”’ This, though we do not like to admit it, 
we find true of our own lives when we honestly ex- 
amine them in the light of God’s holiness and pur- 
ity. Job, the man God pointed out as a righteous 
man, when he really had a vision of the nature of 
God, cried out: | abhor myself, and repent 
in dust and ashes.” Peter was forced to cry, “De- 
part from me, O Lord, for I am a sinful man.” All 
of the saints and servants of God in all ages have 
despaired of attaining unto any righteousness of 
their own. How then, when we know we still fail 
and sin against the Lord after we are saved, can 
we call the Church of which we are a part, “holy”? 
‘The answer is really the very heart of our faith. 
We are accounted holy because we are in Jesus 
Christ, “who of God is made unto us wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.” The 
Bible tells us that we have no righteousness of our 
own, but must receive the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ. Thus God accepts 
us in His beloved Son, and credits to the account 
of those who believe all of Christ’s righteousness, 
His obedience and standing before God. 
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To sum it up: The Church is holy because of the 
cleansing blood of Christ, and His rightousness, 
which is ours by faith. We are complete and holy 
in Him! 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


‘Thank you very much. It certainly is encouraging 
to know that we are not dependent upon our own 
goodness in order to please God. “Christ our right- 
eousness!”” This was the watchword of the reforma- 
tion, and is the hope of our hearts today. Now our 
second speaker will deal with the meaning of the 
word catholic. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


The word catholic is ofen misunderstood because 
the Roman Catholic Church has used it with refer- 
ence to that particular group. Every believer in 
Christ who is born again of the Spirit of God, and 
is a member of the body of Christ is a member of 
the catholic Church, or the Church universal. The 
word “catholic” really means universal, and as ap- 
plied to the Church, embodies every believer. We 
are not all Roman Catholics, but are catholic in that 
we are a part of the Church universal. 


\Iainy people would have us take the word out of 
the Apostle’s Creed because people do not quite 
understand its use. However, why should we allow 
the word to be lost to us, simply because someone 
has misused it, and caused misunderstanding? Let’s 
get the meaning clear in our own minds and con- 
tinue to use it. Let’s just remember that when we 
say, “I believe in the holy, catholic Church,” we 
are simply saying that we believe in a Church 
that is made up of all believers in Christ, who in 
all ages have been saved by grace through faith. It 
will give us a better understanding of our relation- 
ship with other Christians, and will help us to avoid 
the trend of our time to emphasize the individual 
denominations above the fellowship in the Church 
universal, or the holy, catholic Church. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Thank you. | might make a suggestion at this 
point. We could, in seeking to win Roman Catho- 
lics to Christ, (for many, indeed most of them are 
ignorant of salvation by grace through faith), tell 
them that we are catholics, though not Roman 
Catholics, and perhaps gain an opportunity to tell 
them what we believe about salvation through faith 
in Jesus Christ. 


Our third speaker will now tell us the meaning 
of the word Church, 





THIRD SPEAKER: 


The word church, as translated from the Greek 
word ekklesia, has a broader meaning than the 
original, which means the “called out ones.” It was 
used in the Old Testament, in the Septuagint, to 
refer to Israel, and in the New Testament to refer 
to various groups or assemblies of Christians. Paul 
wrote to the church in Corinth, unto the church of 
the Thessalonians, etc. We speak today of the Pres- 
byterian Church, the Baptist Church, and of in- 
dividual churches, thus using the word to apply to 
a denomination or to a local congregation. However 
the word Church, as used in the Apostle’s Creed, is 
used in the narrow sense to refer to the “called out 
ones,” or to the believers in Jesus Christ who make 
up the Church universal. 


We would like to think that every member of 
every church is a member of the true Church, a 
member of the Body of Christ. However, we know 
there are tares among the wheat, and that the true 
Church, or the invisible Church, is known only to 
God. Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and J 





know them.” Paul wrote to Timothy and said, “The 
foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, 
The Lord knoweth them that are his.”” When we 
say we “ .. . believe in the holy, catholic Church,” 
we are saying that we believe in a body of believers, 
from all parts of the world and in all ages, called 
of God to faith in Jesus Christ, and made holy 
through Him. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Thank you very much. 


As we close our program, let us bow our heads 
and our hearts before the Lord and thank Him that 
He has chosen a people for Himself; that He was 
willing to die to make them His very own; that 
He calls us by His Spirit, and makes us members 
of the holy, catholic Church, which is the Body of 
Christ, the fulness of Him that filleth all in all. 
Then let us examine our own hearts to make sure 
that we are truly saved, and are members of the 
true Church, and not just of the local congregation. 


Let us pray. 





The Lord’s Supper - A Study 


By Rev. M. A. Hopkins, Th.M., D.D. 


I. The Scripture Record. 


It will be helpful to group together all the pas- 
sages in the New Testament that deal with the 
Lord’s Supper, and from them deduce some teach- 
ings on the subject. These pasages are: Matt. 26:26- 
30; Mk. 14:22-26; Lk. 22:14-23; 24:30, 35; Acts 
2:42, 46; 20:7; I Cor. 5:6-8; 10:1422; 11:17-34. 
The passages in the Gospels are the historical rec- 
ords of the actual institution of the Supper by our 
Lord Himself, and so are the basis of all subsequent 
teaching, though it should not be forgotten that the 
First Corinthian Epistle was written some years 
earlier than the Gospels. 


II. The Lord’s Supper 


and the Passover. 


All three Gospels make it plain that the Supper 
was instituted right after the celebration of the 
Passover. The Passover bread and wine were used 
in the institution of the Supper, and shows the close 
connection of the two. The words “new covenant” 
in Lk. 22:20 and I Cor. 11:25 make the institution 
of the Supper the end of the Old Covenant and the 
beginning of the New Covenant, and teach that in 
the new age the Lord’s Supper was to take the place 
of the Passover. It gathers together all the spiritual 
significance of the Passover and carries it over into 
the new age on a higher plane. At that table in the 
Upper Room the very Passover Lamb Himself was 
sitting and presiding in person, I Cor. 5:6-8. All the 
typical sygnificance of the pascal lamb was fully 
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realized in the “Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sin of the world,” John 1:29. The pascal feast is 
fulfilled in the Lord’s Supper, in which the bread 
and wine symbolize the body and blood of our Lord. 
The whole Christian life is, therefore, to be a keep- 
ing of the feast of unleavened bread, and so free of 
the evil and corruption symbolized by leaven, I 
Cor. 5:7, 8. 


Dr. William Evans gives the following summary 
of the teachings of the Passover, which apply also 
to the Supper: “It was an expiation, that is to say it 
was the acceptance of an innocent victim for a guilty 
soul. It was a feast, for the soul of the Israelite 
was made glad as he looked upon God’s provision 
for redemption. It was a memorial, for it was to be 
kept throughout all generations to come, an incident 
to be told and retold by parent and child. It was a 
prophecy, for it looked forward to a greater Pass- 
over. 


III. The names of the 
Lord’s Supper. 


“The Lord’s Supper” is a name which comes 
from I Cor. 11:20, which is the only place in the 
New Testament where it is so named. But all the 
Gospels and Paul in I Cor. 11:23 put the institution 
at night, and hence it was a supper, or meal par- 
taken of at night. However, we need not infer that 
it is always to be celebrated at night, though the 
celebration at night is very appropriate, and links it 
with the Passover which was celebrated at night. 
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“The Lord’s table” is a name derived from I Cor. 
10:21, which is the only place where it occurs, but 
this is reminiscent of Lk. 22:30. There is a marked 
contrast between the table of the Lord and the table 
of demons, who are His and our enemies. It is the 
table the Lord has prepared for us in the presence 
of our enemies, Ps. 23:5. 


“The Communion” so commonly used among 
Protestants, comes from I Cor. 10:16; Cf. 10:18, 
20. The A. S. V. has “participation” for commun- 
ion. We owe this conception to I Cor. 10:16 alone. 
The word is elsewhere translated “fellowship.” 
Through the bread and the wine believers have 
“mystic sweet communion” with Christ and in Him 
with one another. The Lord’s Supper is a tangible 
expression of the communion of the saints. 


The word “Sacrament” is not used in the Bible, 
but is of later origin. It means the pledge or oath 
of allegiance given by a Roman soldier to his com 
mander. It was used by the early Christians in post 
apostolic days as a name for baptism and the Lord’s 
supper. The word itself means a sacred and binding 
pledge. The Shorter Catechism uses this term 
(Question 92 ff.) and gives an excellent definition 
of its meaning and proper use. The Roman and 
Greek Catholic Churches also use this word, but 
to the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s supper 
have added five so-called sacraments, making seven 
in all! The extra five are: confirmation, penance, 
extreme unction, holy orders, and matrimony. 


“The Eucharist” is the name used by the Roman 
Catholics and other sacramentarians. It is a trans- 
literation of the Greek word for thanksgiving, and 
is based on the fact that the Lord gave thanks at the 
institution of the supper. There is nothing un 
scriptural in the use of “Eucharist,” but only in its 
misuse. As far as Scripture is concerned, “Eulogy” 
might have been used, as all the N. T. passages say 
that the Lord “blessed” the bread and the cup, and 
in I Cor. 10:16 Paul calls it “the cup of blessing.”’ 


IV. The Meaning of the 
Lord’s Supper. 


As an aid to memory a series of words ending in 
¢¢,° ” ° . . . . 
tion” will be used as subheadings in this section. 


Revelation. 


First Corinthians 11 :23-25 was given to Paul by 
a direct revelation from the Risen Lord, and is on 
a par with the Gospel records which were not writ- 
ten till some years later. What Paul received from 
the Lord, he delivered to the Corinthian and other 
churches, I Cor. 11:23. What is true of the Lord’s 
Supper is true in a larger sense of Christianity as a 
whole. It is based on a direct, supernatural revela- 
tion from God, of which the Bible is the inspired, in- 
fallible record, 


Incarnation. 


“This is my body” is common to all the passages 
which record the Lord’s Supper. Note all the pas- 
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sages in the Synoptics and I Cor. 10:16; 11:24; 
Heb. 10:5. “The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us” is the basic fact of Christianity. This 
body was virgin-born, sinless, and holy, that it 
might be broken for our sins. This body died, was 
buried, and rose again. In His glorified state our 
Lord still has this resurrected body, and in it He 
will come again. The Lord’s Supper is a perpetual 
reminder of the wonderful fact of the Incarnation. 
Every time we break bread let us think of the Lord’s 
body. 


Symbolization. 

When our Lord said “This is my body—this is 
my blood,” He could not possibly have meant that 
bread and wine were literally His body and blood. 
All carnal ideas respecting this much-discussed word 
are excluded by the fact that the institution took 
place before the crucifixion. Our Lord’s human body 
was present at the table with the disciples, and His 
blood was not yet shed. The bread and wine are 
only symbols of His broken body and shed blood. 
No priestly consecration can make them anything 
else. 


Ratification. 


As Moses ratified the Old Covenant by the blood 
of bulls and goats (Ex. 24:6-8), so the New Cove- 
nant was ratified by the infinitely precious blood of 
Christ, the Eternal Son of God. The cup represents 
that which it contains, and the wine represents the 
blood which seals the covenant. The Atonement is 
implied, without which the doctrine of the Lord’s 
Supper is scarcely intelligible. The New Covenant 
rendered obsolete the Old Covenant, Jer. 31:13; 
Heb. 8:13. All our salvation for time and eternity 
is based on the covenant ratified by the precious 
Blood of Jesus Christ. 


Commemoration. 


‘This do in remembrance of me.” The bread and 
wine are memorials of the Lord Himself, not only 
of His death, but of His life and resurrection. The 
fact that the early Christians chose the first day of 
the week for the celebration, shows that they con- 
nected it with the Resurrection. The Lord’s Supper 
is held on the Lord’s Day. Its solemn teaching is: 
Remember Jesus Christ. How easy in this world 
of sense and sin, of noise and din, it is to forget our 
absent Lord! How essential it is for Christians to 
gather at His table to Remember Him! “Gather my 
saints together unto me, those that have made a 
covenant with me by sacrifice,” Ps. 50:5. 
Participation. 

It is from I Cor. 10:16 that we get the word 
communion as a name for the Lord’s Supper. The 
margin of the A. S. V. gives “participation” for 
communion. Those who by faith eat the bread and 
drink the wine partake of the spiritual benefits of 
the sacrificial, substitutionary death of our Lord. 
Communion is a sacrament of life and growth in 
grace. He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my 
blood hath eternal life, John 6:53-58. 








Unification. 


The A. S. V. margin correctly translates I Cor. 
10:17: “Seeing that there is one loaf, we, who are 
many, are one body; for we all partake of one loaf.” 
The unity of the loaf is a symbol of the unity of 
those who share it. In | Cor. 10:16 the emphasis 
falls on our communion with Christ; this verse em- 
phasizes the communion of believers with one an- 
other in the solidarity of the Body of Christ. Of 
course the unity and communion of the saints is 
based on and secured by their union and com- 
munion with Christ. 


Separation, 


Just as certainly as the Lord’s Supper binds be- 
lievers into a close-knit fellowship with Christ and 
through this with one another, it also separates them 
from all that is alien to Christ. “Ye cannot drink 
the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons: ye can- 
not partake of the table of the Lord, and the table 
of demons,” I Cor, 10:21. Cf. I] Cor. 6:147:1. 
The closer the union with Christ, the greater the 
separation from the world. There is nothing the 
modern church needs more than a sense of separa- 


tion between the church and the world, I. John 
5:19. 


Proclamation. 


‘The A. R. V. correctly translated | Cor. 11:26 
as “proclaim the Lord’s death till He come.” The 
Lord’s Supper is an acted sermon, a solemn pageant, 
an acted proclamation of the death which it com- 
memorates. This word may refer to some expression 
of belief in the atoning death of Christ as being a 
usual element of the service. This proclamation 
seems to presuppose the presence of those who do 
not partake as its objects. This is reminiscent of the 
Passover, with which the Supper has so much in 
common, Ex. 10:2; 12:26, 27; 13:14, 15. 


Continuation. 


From the words “as often” in I Cor. 11:26 it is 
evident that the Lord commanded that the Supper 
be often repeated, and Paul charges those who re- 
peat it to keep in view Him who instituted it and 
who died to give life to them. Just as the Passover 
was to continue from one generation to another, the 
Lord’s Supper is to continue from age to age till 
Christ returns. It is not said how often the Supper 
is to be celebrated, but it is to be done frequently 
enough to keep the remembrance of the Lord fresh. 
Yet frequency is not to breed unholy familiarity as 
it seems to have done in Corinth. May God keep 
us from any deadening familiarity with the sublime 
and spiritual, especially with the awful mysteries 
of the Lord’s Supper. 


Consecration. 


While Protestants do not use the word “eucha- 
rist,” the bread and wine are to be duly set apart 
trom an ordinary to a sacred use by invoking the 
blessing of God and thanking Him for His love 
and grace to us sinners in giving His only Begotten 
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Son to die for us, just as the Lord did in instituting 
the Supper on the night He was betrayed. The 
tableau on Mount Moriah gives some faint idea of 
what the crucifixion cost the heart of the Father. 
The blessing and thanksgiving do not change the 
bread and wine; but should change the hearts of 
those who partake of the elements. 


Pre paration, 

There should be preparation for a right celebra- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper. It is a solemn matter to 
approach the Lord’s Table, and will end in disas- 
ter instead of blessing unless there is heart-searching 
preparation. Self-examination is the keynote that 
Paul strikes in | Cor. 11:27-32. The results of 
participating in an unworthy manner may not be 
physical, but far worse—spiritual weakness, sick- 
ness, and deadness. This self-examination is an in 
dividual responsibility to be done in private before 
God, without the mediation of another human 
being. 


Consideration. 

From I Cor. 11:33, 34 we learn that due consid 
eration is to characterize Christians everywhere and 
at all times, but especially at the Lord’s ‘Table. 
Around this Table everything is to be done decently 
and in order. There is to be no distinction between 
rich and poor. All by being at the Lord’s Table 
acknowledge themselves to be only sinners saved by 
grace. All are in the presence of the Lord with 
whom there is no respect of persons, James 2:1-6; 
Prov. 22:2. By no act, or word, or manner of dress 
should any be made to feel uncomfortable or inferior 


in the Lord’s House Or at the Lord’s ‘Table. 


kx pectation, 
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From the words “till He come” we learn the 
Lord’s Supper not only looks backward to the 
Crucifixion, but forward to the Second Coming 
of the Lord. At the second coming the Supper will 
come to an end, for the commemoration of the ab 
sent one ceases when the absent one returns. “No 
further need of symbols of the Body, when the Body 
itself appears.”’ Then instead of our drinking in 
memory of the Lord, He will drink with us in His 
kingdom, Matt. 26:29; Lk. 22:29, 30. The Lord’s 
Supper is a foretaste of the marriage supper of the 
Lamb, Rev. 19:7-9. Then all the redeemed will 
join in the eternal Hallalujah chorus, and there 
will be no need to sing any parting hymn. 
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Preston C. Oliver changes the star of the Navy Line Officer for the Cross of the Navy Chaplain Corps. 
Captain Ernest L. Ackiss, Ch.C., U.S.N. (Retired), on special duty in the Bureau of Personnel, helps Chap- 
lain Oliver place the cross on his uniform. The ceremony took place recently in the office of the Navy Chief 
of Chaplains in Washington, D. C. A few hours later the newly made Chaplain was on his way to the Chap- 
lains’ School at Newport, R. I., for indoctrinaticn. During World War II Oliver served as a Naval Officer 
from 1943 to 1946 with a Beach Jumper Unit in the Philippines, and on board two amphibious ships. From 
1947 to 1950 he attended the Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va. In 1950 he was recalled to active 
duty and was awarded the Letter of Commendation Ribbon with Combat “V”’ for his work with Amphibious 
Forces in the Hungnam Evacuation in Korea. He was ordered to inactive duty and completed his seminary 
work at Union in May of this year. After his ordination as a U. S. Presbyterian clergyman, Lieutenant 
Oliver applied for a commission as a chaplain. Upon corapletion of his eight weeks’ indoctrination course 
Chaplain Oliver will report for duty in the U.S.S. “Vulcan” (AR 5). A native of Wilmington, N. C., Chap- 
lain Oliver is a graduate of Davidson College, Davidson, N. C. His wife is the former Mary Alice Adams, of 
Faribault, Minn. They have two children, Laurie, three, and John, one. 


WOMEN’ o WORK did, a teacher in a girls’ reformatory. She said, “In 


my teaching I| daily see the lack of spiritual train 
ing. Surely we are going to put that among the 
qualities most desired for our children. Mrs, Craw- 
ford, how did you word it in yours?’’ She had neat 


ly put it into my lap. 








God Is In Parenthesis 

lhere wet ome eighty of us in the classroom 
this summer, all of us teachers of vouth, all of us 
bent on more training to sharpen our skills as teach 


ers by taking our Masters in Education. For two “As a matter of fact, it was my first point,” | 
class periods we had worked on a list of ultimate answered her quickly. “To me, it is the bedrock of 
goals for the children whom we teach. The list all learning—the foundation stone.”’ Then I read 
ranged from cleanliness of body to having the chil from my paper “I want every child I teach to have 
dren thoroughly embued with “Democratic Princi 


a deep, personal faith in God. | want them to recog- 
ples.” I sat wondering if, in all this array of goals, nize Him as creator and ruler of the universe, as 


someone would think to mention some aims in the : ne 
er mae tage well as their Heayenly Father. 


realm of the child’s spiritual welfare. Finally one 


SEPTEMBER 24,1952 13 





Silence fell, an embarrassed silence for some, for 
others a painful one. The instructor turned slowly 
then to the board and wrote, “We want the child 
to recognize a power in the universe.” 


A young man stood to protest, “That is not the 
way it was stated. What is the matter with us 
teachers? Are we afraid to even say the word GOD? 
Some of us in here feel that He is the hope of the 
world, and yet we have shoved Him aside as if we 
are ashamed to speak His name.” 

The instructor turned slowly to the board and 
wrote, (God)—in parenthesis. 

“How true,” I thought to myself. “We educators 
have put God in Parenthesis—not quite ready to 
discard Him, but like an old, wealthy relative, we 
still keep Him along side, for fear of needing Him 
someday.” It is tragic, but isn’t it true? We still 
pay lip service to the moral and spiritual principles 
of Christendom but have actually lost a great part 
of our heritage. 

Then and there, I began a search to discover just 
what educators are trying to give us in the realm 
of spiritual and moral teachings for children. It 
proves a discouraging search. Much has been writ- 
ten about such teaching but little of what they 
teach will prove of use in this desperately confused 
age in which we are living. This is a fair sample, 
by Dr. William H. Kilpatrick, in his “Faith as a 
Need of Life” in which he suggests that man will 
find inner security by losing himself in a worthy 
cause—like working for justice, world order or 
peace. He tells us that there is no higher aim than 
serving the common good. 

Those are good words, but what will give them 
meaning? Where will we get that impulse to lose 
ourselves in the common good? It is as if we were 
to say, “Turn the spigot, water will come.” If the 
pipes are all securely connected with the water 
main, water will come. If the connections are not 
made, the spigot turning would be a vain gesture. 
In the same sense, a lamp may be a light only when 
the proper connections are made with the source 
of power. 

The impact of most of the teaching in the area 
of spiritual and moral teaching seems to say to us, 
help the child to adjust to his group, teach him 
democratic principles, keep him busy and happy, 
teach him self control—all else will fall into proper 
place, he will become an integrated personality.” 
It is one of the great fallacies of our age. To make 
a person wise does not make him good. 


—Matsu (Mrs. Vernon) Crawford, 
Milledgeville, Ga. 


“Take Care Of My 
Little Girl” 


The Presbyterian women have led the way in 
awaking the church to the great task of ministering 
to its thousands of university and college students. 
In many instances they have paid the salaries of stu- 
dent workers out of “mite boxes,” “Blessing boxes” 
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and special gifts. In some cases they did this for 
years before the Synods recognized and took over 
the support of the work. They have bought prop- 
erty close to the universities in order to have it when 
the Synod was ready to build church centers for the 
University Presbyterians. And then to climax it 
all they have recently given their Birthday Gift to 
Student Work. 


It is understandable why student work touches 
1 
i 


the heart of the woman. She has lived so close to her 
boy or girl who is now leaving home for the first 
time. Her very heart seems to be packed up and sent 
off with them. Those of us who are on hand to 
welcome these boys and girls to the college campus 
can see that infinite care and attention have been 
lavished upon them in preparation for this great 
day. We never fail to recognize a freshman among 
the thousands of students who flock to the campus. 
The freshmen have clothes that are “just right,” 
the proper luggage, and usually arrive in the family 
car with the whole family adding its bit to having 
everything done to make this a glorious and mean- 
ingful experience. 

For thirteen years I have been on hand each fall 
to see this strange and exciting influx. I always wish 
for the power of a poet in order to do justice to the 
scene. It is an awesome thing to watch the arrival 
of freshmen to a college campus. They represent so 
much of struggle, of love and of hope for the future. 
They are such a complex mixture of sophistication 
and naivete, homesickness for the past and antici- 
pation of the future, dependence and independence, 
sadness at telling the family goodbye and relief at 
seeing them leave, the child and the man. 

Each time | participate in “Freshmen Week” at 
our university 1 too am filled with mixed feelings. 
These freshmen represent for me the future of my 
work and the present difficult problem of my year. 
They, of all the students, should be the easiest to 
reach with the Church’s program and they are the 
hardest. Their pattern of life on the campus has 
not been set but hundreds of organizations are 
seeking to set it for them. There are a thousand 
new and glamorous things bidding for that spare 
moment. At no time in life are there so many things 
o do and so little time to do them. The freshmen 
are wary of becoming “tied up” with any program 
that might make demands on their time. The stu- 
dent worker groans over those many letters from 
mothers whose children have not found time to par- 
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ticipate in the life of the church before coming to 
college. We who work with them at college have 
found that they are the same ones who do not have 
time to participate in the life of the church at col- 
lege. Many miracles do happen among the students 
but they usually happen among the upperclassmen. 
My purpose in writing of the difficulty of working 
with freshmen is to impress on the mothers of the 
young people their tremendous responsibility in pre- 
paring their children to take their places in the 
church life upon their arrival at college. The stu- 
dent worker can only provide the program and help 
those who want to be helped. We know so well that 
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the strongest influence in the life of a freshman is 
still the influence of the mother. We wonder if the 
mothers realize this. We cannot do our work with- 
out you. And to those of you whose children have 
not yet begun their college life we challenge you to 
give the same loving and tireless care to their 
spiritual preparation as to their physical and social 
preparation for this important time in their lives. 
—Miriam Wilson, Student Worker, 
Florida State College, 
Tallahassee, Fla. 





It's Time To Get A 
Transfer 

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.” Isaiah 
55:8. 

This subject might be illustrated by an experience 
which the writer had in Washington, D. C., several 
years ago. Unacquainted with the city and trying 
to go around alone, it was very confusing to find 
that the street railway bus on which I rode was 
going, while not in an opposite direction, at least 
on a tangent leading steadily away from my objec- 
tive. The bus driver listened attentively to my 
difficulties. Then he said he could do nothing for 
me but to give me a transfer, and I could take a 
bus at the next cross-town line which would con- 
nect me with the main line leading to my destina- 
tion. 

There are many roads leading away from our 
Christian goals, and perhaps we need to get a trans 
fer and travel back to the main line, which is the 
highway to the Kingdom. Modern life offers many 
distractions that deceive us and divert from the 
right way of life. Worldly sounds deafen our ears 
to the divine directions, “This is the way; walk 
ve in it.” 

When Isaiah delivered this message seven hun 
dred years before the time of Christ, the chosen 
people failed to hear and heed. With the coming of 
the Saviour and His new law of love, man was 
privileged to share through Him in the thoughts of 
divinity and to learn His ways and plans for man- 
kind. But the world is still far from walking in the 
way He led though nineteen hundred years have 
passed, 

Women of the Church realize that it is time to 
get a transfer. As individual Christians we should 
turn from the material things to which we devote 
so much of our thought, time, energies, and means. 
We should practice a stricter stewardship of money 
and the things it buys for us and our families. We 
should remember Christ’s teaching that the deter- 
mining factor of stewardship is faithfulness; that 
all things are held simply in custody for the sove 
reign Lord; and that a proper administration of our 
possessions will take care of our responsibilities. 
This applies also to the extent to which we are 
willing to do real personal sharing with others 
around us of our selves, our time, our thoughts, and 
our talents. We should strive each day we live to 
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get farther away from selfishness and self-interest, 
and closer to Him who gave us the new law of love 
and showed us how to practice it. 


As Women of the Church, we need to transfer 
from disinterest in others to a greater sense of re- 
sponsibility toward our fellowman, and a more ac- 
tive Christian citizenship. The past achievements of 
our nation have been great but today we are floun- 
dering in a political morass. We can as Christian 
citizens seek truth and find it in spite of the din 
of propaganda. We can yield a great influence by 
each doing her own small part in practicing good 
will toward people of other nationalities. We can 
work toward an honorable world peace. And we 
can try to find and lead others into God’s will and 
way for our nation. 


And then there is the last and certainly the most 
important transfer of all. As Christian women we 
should grow more spiritual and less worldly. We 
should use our God-given faculties in active church 
work, increased time in the study of God’s Word, 
a predominant faith in every aspect of our lives, and 
prayer as a direct and ever-present link between us 
and our Heavenly Father, binding together His 
children with the strong cords of love. 

Do we realize that we are straying from the right 
way and that we are failing to live lives that would 
direct others to the Kingdom of God? Then we 
must transfer from selfish by-paths to a more gen- 
erous sharing, a finer neighborliness, and a more 
spiritual daily life and direction. 


—Mrs. Albert L. Love 
Starkville, Miss. 





A Prayer For My Church 
O, God I thank Thee! 
For a place to worship, 
The Church, and its care 
And those that often meet me there. 


[ thank Thee for the friendship, 
That is loyal and true. 

For love, faith, hope 

And the little things that we may do. 


| thank Thee! For courage 

To serve, even a few. 

Give us willing workers, 
Guide us in all we say and do. 


[ thank Thee for words of wisdom 
The Holy Bible too, 

That Book of many books, 

That will surely guide us through. 


I thank Thee Lord! 
For Thy Kingdom come 
And beg of Thee that 
Thy will be done for my Church and me. 
Amen. 
—By Mrs. Bertha R. Quarles, 
Clarksville, Tenn. 
Student at Snedecor Region 
Training School. 
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Would ABSORPTION Be Wise? 


If it could be proven that it was tothe glory of God we would agree to 
the absorption of our Church into another Church. But, we cannot see one 
single advantage to the Lord’s work in so losing our identity and the control 
of our work. 





ae 
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If Christian co-operation were dependent on the absorption of our 
Church into a much larger organization we would give the matter serious 
consideration. But we are vow co-operating with other groups in hundreds 
of Christian projects and it is not necessary to surrender our identity to pro- 
mote Christian co-operation. 
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If there was work to be done in God’s Kingdom which could only be 
done if we “united,” (actually were absorbed), with the Northern Presby- 
terian Church, we would pray for the grace necessary for such a step. But, 
we cannot find one single sphere of Christian service which would then be 
opened to us which is not already open. 
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If centralization of authority would help; if control of our present work 
by others would further the work of Christ, then we would pray for the 
humility needed to so move. But, no one has yet advanced one single valid 
argument to show that anything but heartache and lessened efficiency would 
come from such a step. 
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For the above and hundreds of other reasons you need; our Church 
needs: 


THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRESERVATION 
AND CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


WRITE FOR INFORMATION 


H{.B. Denpy ... Secretary 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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